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Press release from Schlemmer GmbH on occasion of the International Suppliers Meeting [IZB] in Wolfsburg 2008

Fuel for the crisis
Schlemmer GmbH presents a strong interim statement and innovations at the IZB

Poing, 29 October 2008.
On occasion of the fifth International suppliers fair (IZB) in Wolfsburg, Schlemmer GmbH can present a very satisfying interim statement for the current business year. The worldwide operating supplier of cable protection systems, media carrying components and mechatronic modules speaks of a good business development with a clear two-digit growth rate. Innovative products and production engineering, the market launch of new components and the consistent expansion of international production sites break through for this success. Schlemmer would like to head on through the current „Crisis" of the automotive branch and keep on growing in 2009 with the same dynamic power. The Second Tier supplier presented newest product and enterprise developments at the IZB that facilitate the road to customers and markets.

 The issue „Crisis" hardly had any significance at the Schlemmer booth on the International Suppliers Fair in Wolfsburg. The supplier of high-quality plastic and mechatronic parts will close the current business year with a growth of more than 20 percent in spite of a slight decrease in quantity during the last quarter. For CEO Josef Minster there is a lot of „fuel" to master the current situation in the automotive branch. He considers this less a „crisis," but rather more a „market adjustment", that forces to think, about economical as well as sustainable manufacturing processes, innovative products and an economic globalization strategy. The recent success and dynamic process of the Bavarian medium-sized company from Poing near Munich are also based on these three pillars of entrepreneurial development. „We keep getting closer to our customers in every respect, with the price, with the quality and also geographically all over the world", Minster explains the company strategy. Schlemmer could accomplish clear quality and price advantages in recent times in the market through the introduction of innovative production processes. Newly developed material mixtures extensively compensated the increasing raw material prices for plastics. With the development of basic innovations such as e.g. the tank fill level measurement based on the resonance principle or new modules for wiper water systems Schlemmer offers its customers not only components, but also „new economic efficiency" declares Minster. In a unique globalization strategy with currently worldwide 33 locations, the supplier noticeably reduces the logistics costs for its customers. These at the very most determine up to 40 percent of the overhead costs for light plastic parts.
Innovative products with an overall entrepreneurial concept

At the IZB in Wolfsburg Schlemmer presented newest product developments from the fields of corrugated, smooth and protective tube systems, injection moulding components, air and fluid as well as mechatronics. All novelties were exhibited in connection with the customer-oriented total alignment of the enterprise. This is a very decisive competitive advantage for Dieter Brenner, Director Sales Automotive, „ Because we always develop our products from our customer’s economical point of view right up to an intelligent solution for logistics."
With these insights, Schlemmer showed a row of new components, such as the revised and secure wiper water coupling or a wiper water filler neck manufactured through an extrusion process. This production process allows a more favourable manufacturing compared to the conventional blow mould process and has already enhanced great demand for use at the PQ 25-platform.
The development department of the Schlemmer Group drew up a further novelty. The automotive-supplier, for the first time also introduced completely new units. Schlemmer presented e.g. a complete new ventilation system for the case room that should go into series this year. 
With this product, Schlemmer demonstrated that it has matured from being a manufacturer of components to a producer for modules.
The Schlemmer Group within its product portfolio has also been granted an important development assignment for environmental protective vehicle techniques. For the broad use of AdBlue, a urea solution for emission control in SCR catalysts, the specialist developed a new generation of highly efficient heating system for conduits. This helps to avoid the solution from freezing at temperatures below minus 110 Celsius. Schlemmer provides a further contribution for sustainable automotive production with the targeted development and series production of components for hybrid and electric vehicles as well as fuel cells.
Schlemmer also took the opportunity at the IZB in Wolfsburg to announce the series phase for 2009 of their basic innovation for the tank level measurement. According to the current stage of development, the level measurement probe that is based upon the resonance principle was demonstrated as a prototype and is currently being tested. It is exposed to tough acoustic and physical conditions, regarding its reliability and to ensure its use for automobiles, trucks, and construction vehicles. The today probe has already drawn great interest according to the company’s information from the OEMs and First Tiers since it determines precise levelling even with most complicated tank geometry due to an easy and economical measurement technology.

Follow the customer into the market places
The sources of progressive growth for the Schlemmer Group are plentiful. Next to an innovative and economical product portfolio for the automotive and industrial branch the enterprise’s dynamic resource is derived from it’s pragmatically lived globalization. „We follow our customers into the markets of the world. Through our closeness to their production sites our prices focus on the actual manufacturing process and are not burdened through expensive logistics or other additional costs „CEO Josef Minster declares. Today 1.400 employees of the Bavarian global player generated a sales turnover of 142 million Euros at worldwide 33 locations.

Currently the Schlemmer Group is intensifying its commitment in the USA through the establishment of its own production site in Texas. With this step, the core business shall be expanded from five to 30 percent market share.
In China Schlemmer is currently establishing a fourth production site as well as providing advisory activities for the development of emission and hazardous good standards for motor vehicles. Next to a high sense of quality that derives itself from converting the EU standards to concrete realization, Schlemmer is also providing components such as a battery main switch according to ADR-standard.
The automotive-supplier will also in similar mission establish its own business establishment in Russia in 2009.
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